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The first fighting was in northern Natal. Sharp actions took
place at Talana Hill and Elandslaagte, and an advanced British
brigade had to fall back with heavy losses on Ladysmith, the
British centre of operations, where Sir George White commanded
the Natal Field Force. While Transvaalers and Free Staters con-
verged on him from three sides, White struck out, but with less
than no success; the brigade on his left fell into a trap at Nichol-
son's Nek, where two battalions of infantry with a battery of guns
had to surrender (30 October). Two days later the rest of White's
force (now about 10,000 men) was completely invested in Lady-
smith, though not before some indispensable naval guns had
been railed into the town from Durban. But for these it would
have been defenceless against the Boers9 Krupps. Meanwhile
two other sieges were in progress—Kimberley, where a large civil
population (including Rhodes) increased the anxiety of the gar-
rison; and Mafeking, a small town skilfully defended by a small
force under Col. R. S. S. Baden-Powell. The Boers dissipated
their strength most unwisely on these places; at the start no less
than 10,000 under Piet Cronje invested unimportant Mafeking.
By this time the main British army was reaching Capetown
with Sir Redvers Buller as commander-in-chief. The kernel was
an army corps in three divisions commanded by Generals Gat-
acre, Clery, and Lord Methuen. Buller at once broke it up.
Gatacre with a brigade was sent to the north of Cape Colony;
Methuen with a large division was ordered to relieve Kimberley;
and Clery with most of the rest was dispatched by sea to Natal,
whither Buller himself soon followed him. Methuen was the
first engaged. Pressing north he fought three actions—Belmont,
Enslin, and Modder River—and won his ground each time, but
each time incurred many casualties and inflicted few. Then
followed 'Black Week9. On 10 December Gatacre was defeated
at Stormberg, losing 719 men and two guns; on the 11 th Methuen
was disastrously repulsed by Cronje at Magersfontein losing about
950 men; and on the I5th Buller, advancing to the relief of Lady-
smith with four brigades of infantry, a mounted brigade, and six
batteries of artillery, was signally outfought by Louis Botha at
Colenso on the Tugela River, and retired after losing ten guns
and 1,100 men. The only son of Lord Roberts was killed in
had as early as n June 1896 dravm attention to the probability that this motive
might govern their strategy. (Royal Commission on the South African War:
Report (1904), p. 158.)

